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ow would you sumup
the central message
of The Road to Victo-
ria Island?

The key message the
book seeks to pass is that hard work
and integrity still remain key virtues
to career rise in Nigeria. The Road to
Victoria Island just means the path to
successful 9-5 career in Nigeria. [used
Victoria Island as a metaphor for 9-5
job in Nigeria, because VI qualifies to
be the Corporate Capital of Nigeria. It
is an unwritten rule that a company,
especially in financial services sec-
tor, has not “arrived” until it has an
office in VI. This is similar to the use
of Wall Street in Corporate America.
Wall Street is the Investment Banking
capital of America, and probably the
world. A secondary intention behind
the book is to champion the use of VI
as the Corporate Capital of Nigeria.
I hope this will stay and financial
journalists and analysts will join me
in adopting this coinage.

What Inspired you to write the
book, and what did you set out to
achleve?

1 have been fortunate to have
good people around me all my life. I
have benefitted from information. I
remember when I gained admission
into Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife, in 2001, my brother, Akeem
(now a GM in a top bank in Nigeria),
called me and said, “Suraj, try and
make a first class. If you make a first
class in Economics, it will open doors
for you”” I also have another friend,
Michael Taiwo (now with Shell US),
who had gained admission into uni-
versity one year earlier than1did, and
gave me all information on everything
Ineeded to do well in Ife. When Iwas
about finishing in Ife, 1 also got to
meet a couple of mentors, like Niyi
yusuf (now CEO of Accenture Nige-
ria), and I benefitted a lot from career
information I got from them. I realised
that a lot of young Nigerians don't
have this privilege. From my interac-
tions with many Nigerian students
and graduates, I saw that there’s an
information gap. There are otherwise
brilliant students and graduates that
just don't have right information and
as such couldn’t get good jobs or any
jobs at all. This inspired me to write
this book. Actually, I had written and
published most of the content of the
book in different forums, including in
BusinessDay, in the past. I just com-
piled them into this book.

The book seeks to bridge career
information gap. It seeks to enlighten
students and graduates on things they
need to do at different stages (school,
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